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The New Integrated Terminal Building at Guwahati International Airport, being 
designed by DFI along with AECOM, is set to be an ode to the ancient yet reinvigo-
rated spirit of North East and India as a whole. Principal architect Anand Sharma 
shares with us how the ongoing project aspires to provide seamless and state-of-
the-art infrastructure for generations to come. 

What are some of the inspirations behind the design? 
Anand Sharma: The structure has taken inspiration from Icarus – the mythological 

-

books and handicraft emporiums. Spaces have been allocated for the artisans to sit 
and produce right at the airport, encouraging interaction with visitors.

How will the project address sustainability? 
Sharma: Designed with 4-star GRIHA rating parameters, the focus on sustainabil-

to interweave the built-form with the outdoors. The indoor forest is a physical 
manifestation of this thought: it is separated by a glass wall from the larger out-

park structures are designed to be covered with photovoltaic panels that generate 
almost 500 kW of solar energy. Glass Fibre Reinforced Concrete (GFRC) wraps 

-

the interiors for its versatility and playfulness, while the use of granite ensures 
steadiness. Aluminium origami panels endow relief, and sintered stone is used for 
wall and column cladding.

Does the design project a strong regional identity? 
Sharma:
inspiration for landscape design. They are positioned at the front yard along with 
a water cascade. The landscape weaves a story of its own and clings to the depart-
ing and arriving passengers as they walk through it before boarding their pick-up 

mountain road after the tiring and relentless plains.
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